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1047.   To THE REV. WILLIAM COLE.

DEAR SlR,                                  Strawberry Hill, Sept. 6, 1765.

You cannot think how agreeable your letter was to me,
and how luckily it was timed. I thought you in Cheshire,
and did not know how to direct; I now sit down to answer
it instantly.

I have been extremely ill indeed with the gout all -over,
in head, stomach, both feet, both wrists, and both shoulders.
I kept my bed a fortnight in the most sultry part of this
summer, and for nine weeks could not say I was recovered.
Though I am still weak and very soon tired with the least
walk, I am in other respects quite well However, to
promote my entire re-establishment, I shall set out for
Paris next Monday. Thus your letter came luckily. To
hear you talk of going thither, too, made it most agreeable.
Why should you not advance your journey? Why defer it
till the winter is coming on ? It would make me quite
happy to visit churches and convents with you; but they
are not comfortable in cold weather. Do, I beseech you,
follow me as soon as possible. The thought of your being
there at the same time makes me much more pleased with
my journey; you will not, I hope, like it the less; and, if
our meeting there should tempt you to stay longer, it will
make me still more happy.

If, in the meantime, I can be of any use to you, I shall
be glad, either in taking a lodging for you, or anything else.
Let me know, and direct to me in Arlington Street, whence
my servant will convey it to me. Tell me above all things
that you will set out sooner.

If I have any money left when I return, and can find
a place for it, I shall be very glad to purchase the ebony
cabinet you mention, and will make it a visit with you next

WALPOLE.   VIr.
